Oxford Debate
‘University of the Future’
May 22, 2019 - The Academic Lounge. 2 Woodin’s Way, Oxford

Press-Release
We are pleased to inform you that the Debate ‘University of the Future’ organized by the
Academic Union in Oxford was successfully held on May 22 in Oxford, UK.
The Academic Union is an international academic association of more than 200 University
Chancellors, scientists and researchers. The committees and the Union as a whole pursue
the ideals of academic excellence, innovation and accessibility and are committed to
disseminating these core values through its worldwide community. The primary aim of the
Union is to consolidate the efforts of scientists, educators, industrialists, and manufacturers
on science, education and business integration and development in the XXIst century.
Debate ‘University of the Future’ is an exclusive format of the Academic Union events,
special partnership and discussion platform for higher education regional leaders and famous
experts in the field of regional and global education management. A tradition of organizing Debate
on important challenges in the educational sphere by the Academic Union began in 2018
within the annual Summit of Leaders ‘Science and Education’.

The following topics were discussed at the Debate 'University of the Future':
• Is there a crisis of classical university models when passing from industrialism to the information age?
• The idea and purpose of the future university
• What will universities’ business model be?
• How do you see the university campus of the future?
• How and what will students be learning?
• What role do universities play in lifelong learning?
• How can students be involved in shaping universities?
• Does giving students practical skills help them find work faster? Is it necessary to utterly change
the educational programme?
• Does the university have a future without an effective online learning strategy, blended learning
and introduction of e-learning?
• Universities should cooperate, not compete. Are you ready for initiative contacts, all-round
partnership and joint projects with other higher education institutions all over the world?
The Debate was accompanied by live broadcast on the official channel of the Academic Union and
was announced to professional audiences from 54 countries.
The Heads and the Rectors of 13 educational institutions from Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Latvia,
Ghana, India, Georgia, Jordan, Pakistan and Cabo Verde took part in the event.
During the Discussion Session the Speakers of the Debate gave the speeches and shared their
opinions on how they see the University of the Future, what transformations in the field of higher
education they foresee for their universities and the region, what innovations are needed to be done
or are already being implemented in their institutions.
At the end of the meeting the participants were presented with the Certificates of an Expert in the
Debate ‘University of the Future’ and were addmitted as the new Members of the Academic
Union. Moderator Prof. Dr. Rui Verde, Director of the Academic Union Executive Programmes
handed the honorary titles and the 'Name in Science and Education' Awards to the participants.
We strongly believe that participation in the Academic Union projects will be of great value for all
the professionals in the field of education. The Academic Union intends to go on the Debate
tradition and as the summing-up the participants’ thesis of speeches and the articles will be
published in a digest of scientific articles ‘University of the Future’ (ISSN 2053-4736).

